FOLLOWING UP!


Now that we have been through the process of leading someone to accept Jesus as the Lord and Savior of their lives, what comes next? 


At this point it is imperative, if the situation allows, to follow up on the person to be sure that there is no breakdown in the commitment.  


 You do not hound anyone, but you do keep that concern for the well being of the commitment to remain in tact.  Why do you do this?


Anyone of you who has yourself accepted the Lord as your Savor after being skeptical about ever doing that, knows that after you accepted the Lord you began to feel a different, more intense concern for the presence of sin in your life.


The reason for this is found in the fact that since there is a new Spirit in your life, sin is magnified in its attempt to over ride the new power of the Holy Spirit.


And we ask why this is so?  It is so for the simple reason that once you have accepted Christ Jesus as your Savior, Satan knows he has just lost one of his most prize possessions, YOU….and he wants it back! 


The sting of sin is ever stronger that it has ever been. The temptation to doubt is magnified.  That is the work of the Devil.  He will do everything in his power to convince you that all this was a sham and you did not really believe in Jesus as the Son of God and that God raised Him the dead, and because of this raising you have been forgiven of and cleansed from all sin.


He may have tried to convince you that you are so bad that God would never forgive the likes of you.  He will do anything, try anything, suggest anything that will stir doubt in your mind and heart


That is where you show the person with whom you are sharing that they have within themselves the POWER to reject those attempts to destroy that new born faith.


Of course that is the power and Presence of the Holy Spirit. Recall that Scripture in the Book of Revelation, 3:20, where Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he with Me.”


 This is a back up if the new convert begins to question their faith commitment. You can assure them that if they honestly asked the Lord into their lives that He literally came in in a spiritual way.


The Holy Spirit is there to help maintain the faith! 


But again, we need to ask the question as to what to do when someone chooses to accept the Lord into their lives.


There are numbers of questions that serve to validate and solidify that acceptance.  After the person acknowledges that Jesus has come into their lives, you need to help them pin it down in their minds.


With tenderness (but maybe with a little excitement), you can ask the person, “Now that you have accepted Jesus into your life, how many of your sins has He paid for?”



You ask this for the person’s sake and yours to be sure that this person has fully understood.  You may want to further underscore the fact by turning to I John 2:1-2 and have him read that scripture out loud.


There you will read, “My little children I am writing this to you so that you may not continue to sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, (one who stands in as a substitute for another), Jesus Christ the Righteous, and He is the expiation (atonement; paying the price) for our sins and not ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.” 


When you hear that answer, “all”, you can follow this up by asking, “How many of your sins does He remember?” 


Of course the answer to that question is, “None”.  That almost seems to be too good to be true, but that is exactly what God’s Word says.  You may confirm

this by turning to Psalm 103:12 and reading, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us.”


In the New Testament, in the Book of Hebrews 10:17 the writer says, “I (The Holy Spirit), will remember their sins and misdeeds no more.”


It is important that the new Christian realize why this is so.  The Apostle Paul tells us why this is true.  In II Corinthians 5:17, he says, “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, the old has passed away, behold the new has come.” 


After being sure that the new Christian understands about the cleansing from sin you may want to ask, “Where does Christ live?” 


Of course, you are looking for the answer, “Within me.” But again, you should let the Word of God verify and solidify this idea.  It is alright to say it and have the new Christian say it, but the Word of God needs to confirm it.


It will do you well to memorize Galatians 2:20. The Word will do its job.  There Paul states of the Christian experience, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless, I live, but it is no longer I who live, but Christ who LIVES IN ME”


Once that fact is secure in the new convert’s mind and heart, you would do well to have a prayer with the person. To teach the person how to pray now that they are one with Christ, you might suggest that they begin by saying, “Heavenly Father…and then just tell Him what is on your heart and mind.”


A second thing would be to suggest that the new convert call someone and tell them the good news. That may sound alarming to the person, but it will serve to solidify the person’s thinking about what he has just done.  However, don’t push this.  Let it take its natural course.


The convert should say something like, “Hi, I just wanted to call and let you know that I have given my life to Jesus.”  There may be great joy on the other end of the line.


But there could also be ridicule.  That is where you would offer strong assistance and support if this should occur.  That love and support would be 

comfort to the new believer and help him to know that Christians stand by Christians. 



After this, you might want to ask if the new convert has a church of his own.  If so, strongly encourage him to attend regularly and to share his new experience with members of this church.
                             


If he has no church, encourage him to attend your church.  That way, if he accepts your invitation, you may introduce him to more strong Christians for support and spiritual growth.

FOLLOWING UP!


Now that we have been through the process of leading someone to accept Jesus as the Lord and Savior of their lives, what comes next? 


At this point it is imperative, if the situation allows, to follow up on the person to be sure that there is no breakdown in the commitment.  


 You do not hound anyone, but you do keep that concern for the well being of the commitment to remain in tact.  Why do you do this?


Anyone of you who has yourself accepted the Lord as your Savor after being skeptical about ever doing that, knows that after you accepted the Lord you began to feel a different, more intense concern for the presence of sin in your life.


The reason for this is found in the fact that since there is a new Spirit in your life, sin is magnified in its attempt to over ride the new power of the Holy Spirit.


And we ask why this is so?  It is so for the simple reason that once you have accepted Christ Jesus as your Savior, Satan knows he has just lost one of his most prize possessions, YOU….and he wants it back! 


The sting of sin is ever stronger that it has ever been. The temptation to doubt is magnified.  That is the work of the Devil.  He will do everything in his power to convince you that all this was a sham and you did not really believe in Jesus as the Son of God and that God raised Him the dead, and because of this raising you have been forgiven of and cleansed from all sin.


He may have tried to convince you that you are so bad that God would never forgive the likes of you.  He will do anything, try anything, suggest anything that will stir doubt in your mind and heart

That is where you show the person with whom you are sharing that they have within themselves the POWER to reject those attempts to destroy that new born faith.


Of course that is the power and Presence of the Holy Spirit. Recall that Scripture in the Book of Revelation, 3:20, where Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he with Me.”


 This is a back up if the new convert begins to question their faith commitment. You can assure them that if they honestly asked the Lord into their lives that He literally came in in a spiritual way.


The Holy Spirit is there to help maintain the faith! 


But again, we need to ask the question as to what to do when someone chooses to accept the Lord into their lives.


There are numbers of questions that serve to validate and solidify that acceptance.  After the person acknowledges that Jesus has come into their lives, you need to help them pin it down in their minds.


With tenderness (but maybe with a little excitement), you can ask the person, “Now that you have accepted Jesus into your life, how many of your sins has He paid for?”



You ask this for the person’s sake and yours to be sure that this person has fully understood.  You may want to further underscore the fact by turning to I John 2:1-2 and have him read that scripture out loud.

There you will read, “My little children I am writing this to you so that you may not continue to sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, (one who stands in as a substitute for another), Jesus Christ the Righteous, and He is the expiation (atonement; paying the price) for our sins and not ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.” 


When you hear that answer, “all”, you can follow this up by asking, “How many of your sins does He remember?” 


Of course the answer to that question is, “None”.  That almost seems to be too good to be true, but that is exactly what God’s Word says.  You may confirm

this by turning to Psalm 103:12 and reading, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us.”

In the New Testament, in the Book of Hebrews 10:17 the writer says, “I (The Holy Spirit), will remember their sins and misdeeds no more.”


It is important that the new Christian realize why this is so.  The Apostle Paul tells us why this is true.  In II Corinthians 5:17, he says, “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, the old has passed away, behold the new has come.” 

After being sure that the new Christian understands about the cleansing from sin you may want to ask, “Where does Christ live?” 

Of course, you are looking for the answer, “Within me.” But again, you should let the Word of God verify and solidify this idea.  It is alright to say it and have the new Christian say it, but the Word of God needs to confirm it.


It will do you well to memorize Galatians 2:20. The Word will do its job.  There Paul states of the Christian experience, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless, I live, but it is no longer I who live, but Christ who LIVES IN ME”


Once that fact is secure in the new convert’s mind and heart, you would do well to have a prayer with the person. To teach the person how to pray now that they are one with Christ, you might suggest that they begin by saying, “Heavenly Father…and then just tell Him what is on your heart and mind.”


A second thing would be to suggest that the new convert call someone and tell them the good news. That may sound alarming to the person, but it will serve to solidify the person’s thinking about what he has just done.  However, don’t push this.  Let it take its natural course.


The convert should say something like, “Hi, I just wanted to call and let you know that I have given my life to Jesus.”  There may be great joy on the other end of the line.


But there could also be ridicule.  That is where you would offer strong assistance and support if this should occur.  That love and support would be 

comfort to the new believer and help him to know that Christians stand by Christians. 



After this, you might want to ask if the new convert has a church of his own.  If so, strongly encourage him to attend regularly and to share his new experience with members of this church.
                             

If he has no church, encourage him to attend your church.  That way, if he accepts your invitation, you may introduce him to more strong Christians for support and spiritual growth.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1.  "How can a loving, omnipotent God allow evil and suffering"?
 
2.  "How can a God who orders the death of innocent children be worthy of worship"?
 
3.  "Isn't it offensive for Christians to claim that Jesus is the only way"?
 
4.  "How can a loving God send people to hell"?
 
5.  "How can I become a Christian if I still have serious doubts"?
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

